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AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

BY W. J. R. TAYLOR, D. D.

The fifty-seventh anniversary of this institution, which was

celebrated in Washington, D. C., on the twentieth of January,

developed a new interest in the civilization and Christianiza-

tion of Africa. The Annual Report indicates very plainly that

the Society has entered upon a second period of its history, for

which the first half century has been a providential prepara-

tion. When the war was over and the amendments to the

Constitution which grew out of that conflict were adopted, the

American Anti-Slavery Society disbanded. Its work was done

when slavery was no more. But the American Colonization

Society, which had been in a perpetual conflict with its ene-

mies, instead of being dissolved has more to do, and brighter

prospects of increasing usefulness than it ever before enjoyed.

Liberia is its monument. African civilization and evangeliza-

tion through Liberia are its grand objective points. As a

missionary agency, its past services to the Kingdom of Christ

are inestimable, and its capacities for future usefulness are in-

definitely expanding. If it did nothing for the next fifty years

more than to pour annually into the infant Republic a stream

of healthy, intelligent and thrifty emigrants from America,

with their children and their Christian training, its work could

not be spared. But with the increase of territory and of native

population, and with its progress into the interior where
healthy uplands, fertile soil and more intelligent tribes are

found, it is absolutely essential that the best kind of colonists

shall be sent, with implements, trades and resources of life, to

strengthen the good influences that are already at work there,
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and to multiply the radiating points of industry, intelligence,

morals and religion.

Now, just when Liberia needs and is prepared to take all the

best colonial elements that can be sent her, more than three

thousand emigrants are ready and anxious to go from this

country. The number of applicants in a single month was
over five hundred, and their ranks are constantly increasing.

Shall they be furnished with transportation and the necessary

assistance to maintain themselves during the first six months

of their abode in the new-found land of their adoption ?

The question of emigration is also beginning to assume very

important phases. Hitherto it has been almost exclusively a

charitable work. But as the colored people in this country

gaiu intelligence and earn money, it is reasonable to expect

that the most desirable emigrants will be those thrifty ones

who can pay and will gladly pay at least part of their passage

money and equipment. This subject was discussed in the

Board, and it was left to the discretion of the Executive Com-
mittee, other things being equal, to give the preference in the

selection of emigrants to those who shall contribute a moder-

ate sum. toward their own expenses.

The inauguration of such a policy must necessarily be very

cautious and its progress gradual under the present circum-

stances of the colored people. But it is believed that it will

stimulate their own spirit of self-help, and lay strong founda-

tions for an ultimate system of self-sustaining colonization of the

most desirable class of emigrants. The time is coming when
it may even become a lucrative traffic for lines of steamers be-

tween America and Liberia, which will take over colonists and

supplies and bring back the valuable commercial products of

the Republic. The progress of Liberia and the ever increasing

advancement of British arms and commerce in Western Africa,

with other significant recent events, point to the accomplish-

ment of these ends at no very distant day. Since the war

ended, in 1865, the Society has sent three thousand and sixty

persons to Liberia. This statement is of itself a sufficient an-

swer to the ignorant prejudice that its work is done.

Another very important position taken by colonizationists

is that the Government of the United States should make suit-
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able appropriations yearly for aiding those colored people of

this country who wish to remove to Liberia. This view was

maintained by Madison, Marshall, Clay, and other statesmen of

the past, and is likely to come prominently before the public

in connection with the national policy toward the freedmen.

It is a part of the debt which we owe to that race whose bond-

age is now broken, whose labor has been our wealth, and

whose manhood can find its full development only in such a

country as Liberia. There is no danger of our losing by their

emigration any great amount of the industrial forces of our

own land. But the few hundreds or even thousands who might

go annually to Africa, and who would scarcely be missed here,

wTould be a great accession to that little .Republic. We believe

that the cause ip gradually rising into such importance as one

of the leading factors of Providence in the complicated prob-

lem of the freedrhen’s future, that it will rapidly make its own
way to success, and that whatever its direction shall be here-

after, He who hath begun this good work will carry it on until

His kingdom shall no longer need its agency.

What is now wanted is light upon the subject for the public.

Facts are multiplying and events transpiring which should be
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in the interest of this cause. Prejudice and opposition cannot

long withstand the force of facts and the logic of events, and

Christian philanthropy will not deny itself by standing aloof

from a work which contains within itself the highest civilizing

and evangelizing agencies of the world.

IS A HIGHER CAREER NOT POSSIBLE FOR OUR SOCIETY?

BY REV. JOHN MILLER.

The cause of Colonization is extraordinary in five respects :

—

I. First, for its versatility . It suits the objects of all

schools.

1. There are men who think the freedmen will dwindle;*

that an inferior race dwells in the presence of a superior race

only on three conditions: either, first, of bondage
;

or, second,

of amalgamation
;
or, third, of wasting away

;
and as slavery

is abolished, and amalgamation not realized, and the wasting has



68 IS A HIGHER CAREER NOT POSSIBLE ? [March,

taken place in England and the North, and in the West India

Islands, (at least these men think so,) they are just suited by a

scheme that takes a colony of these people away from a pres-

ence that overshadows them, and that gives them a free growth

on their own soil.

2. Again, an opposite school think they will do nobly here

;

that they are fresher to influences of thrift than even the

whites; that they are hungrier for intellectual development,

and rapid in the accumulation of wealth. The next cen-

sus will determine between these contending parties
;
but, in

the meanwhile, whichever turns out to be correct, these lat-

ter must equally be fired by the thought of carrying the thrift

and energy which they assert, to work its mission of control

and betterment in the fatherland.

3. Men who are alive about labor will not grudge one man
a year out of four thousand for so great an object; and

4. Men who are solicitous for votes can see that such a pro-

portion can hardly atfect the great party issue, even if the col-

ored vote should remain a unit.

Colonization has always suited pro-slavery men and aboli-

tionists, Christians and infidels, political economists and phil-

anthropists, patriots and cosmopolitans. I mean by that, has

suited them in thesi. Our very complaint is, that men have

been so blind to that fact. All these classes have persecuted it.

And its only safety has been that they could never combine.

For whenever their camp-fires came in sight, each shouted

across wonderingly, ‘Why, what brought you here?’

II. This enterprise is also astonishing for its many-sided-

ness :

1. First, as towards the freedman. For even if he will do

well in this country, the colony gives him a double out-look.

The Irishman, if he can do well in Ireland, still has more of an

out-look if he has a share of the planet over here.

2. Second, as to missions. Liberia, at a tithe of the expense,

has done more good than all African missions put together.

3. Third, as to philanthropy. It has suppressed the slave-

trade.
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4. Fourth, as to other nations. It has’ saved them the most

expensive armaments.

5. Fifth, as to civilization. It has planted almost the only

seeds of it. Blot out what Finley founded when he first put

together the scheme of Colonization, and Africa would bQ

moved back whole ages in the overthrow of savagism.

6. Sixth, as to race advancement. Liberia has become the aris-

tocratic centre. Men smile at such influences
;

but they are,

among white men at least, of the very highest. Leading men,

not unnaturally, perhaps, are men that lead
;
and if the plant-

ers of the St. Paul’s become, much more than they are now,

the leading black people on the globe, the negro mind will look

that way by the strongest of human appetites. A wealthier

class will pay their own passage. An Exodus will begin in

mass. The negro is ambitious to be first. And once settle it,

that any place is the centre of negro life, and ship decks will be-

gin to blacken with their loads, and we will have no difficulty

in keeping up the colonization.

III. Colonization has been astonishing as to its friends. They

have been few to the last degree
;
but what friends ! Scoffed

at and inhumanly belied, it has boasted friends in the very

grandest of the nation. Clay, and Webster, and Marshall,

and Mercer, and Stockton, and Alexander, and Mcllvaine, and

Frelinghuysen, made it their special scheme. Never was

there such a sight: the very scoff of a vast crowd, and the

very child of the best intellects in the land
;
and yet, in spite of

this last fact, unprovided, and unsustained, and unpushed, it

would sometimes seem as if it were the poorest enterprise that

fanaticism had ever called into being.

IY. And yet, fourthly, a most astonishing success.

That may be called a success which transcends all that was

expected of it.

Finley never expected what Liberia already exhibits. '

Y. And, fifthly, its extraordinary promise! If we admit that

as a feature of success, there is no fact of this century and no

act of the American people, and indeed no event since the

first African was born, that has a better chance to set its
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seal upon the earth than the planting of this negro common-
wealth.

Now, can any one tell why this scheme, so extraordinary

among the philanthropies of the West, should have been so

little helped and so shamefully disesteemed?

If we pictured this enterprise in the way that its merits sug-

gest, we should think of it now as one of the very strongest

in its hold, and too grasping, perhaps, in its influence on the

councils of the Government; we should think of it as under

some broad statesmanlike leader, as making itself felt in the

philanthropies of every State; as never behind with funds

when there was a wish to emigrate; as never without a voice

to plead for it among the traducers of its history.

Why may not this still be realized?

Some trace its difficulties to the care of Providence, who
would have the colony grow slowly in its early and forming

period. That may be the final cause, but does not give the

efficient reason. By what influence among men is it that

Providence keeps back its growth?

Some doubtless misconceive colonies, and are not aware how
baffled and disappointing they usually have been

;
and are,

therefore, prejudiced against this colony, because, though less

tried at its commencement than other colonies of the world, it

has still responded to this usual depression.

Some may have been beaten off by partisanship. Partisan

speeches on the very floor of its assemblies, and partisan par-

agraphs, for such have been allowed in pleading its cause, have

doubtless provoked many. For, by a strange fatality, this en-

terprise, though of right not partisan, has had advocates of

just opposite views, defending it injudiciously at different

points in the country by forms of talk opposite to each other

and exasperating to each respective form of political view.

Why cannot all this be brought to an end ?

ilow is a favorable moment for a re-inauguration. The

English have taken the trade of the West African Coast.

Certain movements in New York give a favorable moment for

recovering it. The Government hag refused to give money to

our enterprise. Let us try whether it will not give free im-

port from the colony. The English are exploring and plan-
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ning railroads. We have an interest there. We have table

lands to occupy, and interior trade to seek, and, above all,

large influences here
,
both among the blacks and the whites,

which require high statesmanship, and broader and more ag-

gressive views than we have yet claimed as belonging to

this enterprise for the negro people.

Colonization is more secular than the Church, and, therefore,

lies, more within the domain of what is earthly
;
and yet it is

more religious than the State, and should be fostered by earn-

est prayer and by the utmost gifts of a religious people.

ADDRESS OF REV. GEORGE W. SAMSON, D. D.*

All human enterprises which result in great and permanent

blessings to mankind begin in the feeble and limited efforts of

a few men; they are prompted by convictions that take hold

on deep principles of truth and right, which only a few minds

of mature experience and free from personal ambition fully

conceive; their full and comprehensive operation is retarded

often for generations by the imperfect views and selfish spirit

common to fallen human nature; but at length they triumph

over every obstacle and command the admiration and support

of nations and ages.

Such an enterprise is that of the colonization of the African Con-

tinent by the descendants of its people, brought two centuries

ago to the eastern shore of North America. It is the world’s

latest and completest development of the law that emancipa-

tion of enslaved captives is necessarily coupled with the duty

of their restoration to the land of their nativity. This duty,

whether the enslaved be a captive taken in war or a bondman
forced to labor, grows out of three relations universally re-

cognized among mankind as of binding force : first, the right

of the enslaved to the use of the powers God has given him in

the-home where God placed him; second, the claim set up by

nations having the power to enforce it; and third, the united

convictions of duty and interest which finally compel the cap-

tor and master to acknowledge this right and to yield to its

demand.

Delivered at the Fifty-Seventh Anniversary of the American Colonization Society

at Washington, D. C., January 20, 1874.
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The law of duty is drawn from the record of what men have

thought and done in all ages of human history; and especially

in primitive and simple times. All great writers on law and
jurisprudence, from Solon to Blackstone, go back alike to Ho-
mer and Moses for precedents; to the one because the fiction

is reality, being but a picture of human impulses as they show
themselves in the actual life of men

;
the other because the

faithful chronicle of one nation’s experience is but a transcript

of the principles ruling all nations.

The principle of equity ruling individual and national duty

to bond-servants among Asiatics is set forth in Jacob going

back to his father with presents after a service of twenty

years, and in the restoration of his descendants from centuries

of bondage in Egypt, and afterwards in Assyria, when their

masters, enriched by their labor, sent them back to their native

land well provided for support in their settlement; and that

universal law of recognized obligation is now seen in the stip-

ulations of the Chinese, the Russian, and other governments in

Asia, that no subject of theirs shall be removed for foreign

service without the guarantee of his return by the employer.

That same principle, always and everywhere ruling European

mind and action, is pictured in the inexorable law which com-

pelled the final restoration of the captive Helen to her Grecian

lord, as it more quickly prompted the return of Briseis with

gifts to her Trojan sire; and this law of inseparable connection

between emancipation and restoration is still read in the de-

mand on Turkey by the Allied Western Powers that the

Greeks, after four centuries of bondage, should be restored

both to their freedom and their property rights; it is now
pending in the claim of both England and the United States

as to the very doubtful case of the Virginius captives; and it is

read in the order from the Italian Government, this morning

published at New York, that children brought to this country

by Italian padroni shall be returned before the 15th May to

their homes at the cost of their masters.

The point for our consideration to-night is, that this princi-

ple is not only binding, but it has been specially recognized as

still holding between enlightened a*nd prospered America and

benighted and down-trodden Africa. It is our privilege and
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pride to hail the fact that, in the entire history of our Ameri-

can nation, this principle has been both recognized and con-

trolling; and that the American Colonization Society is its

noble monument.

It should be always borne in mind in any survey of what

men and nations have said and done, that our Divine Ruler

and Redeemer has himself linked the impulses of interest and

duty indissolubly in man’s nature; and He means that they

shall never be severed in the noblest human endeavor, not

even in the moral redemption of man. The very law of Heaven

is, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;” the stimulus to

Christian enterprise from the Divine Master’s own lip is “an

hundred-fold in this world” to him who “forsakes all” to pro-

mote His cause; human interests, individual and national,

are legitimate appeals to engage in Christian enterprise; com-

merce is generally the pioneer of Christian missions; and no

intelligent mind could have full confidence in the Colonization

of Africa by restored natives if in every stage of its progress

these divinely linked impulses of interest and duty were not

found to be combined in the acts and words of the three par-

ties concerned : the American whites who send the emigrants,

the emigrants themselves who go, and the people of Liberia

and of the African Continent who urge their claim to colo-

nists.

The suggestions which have led to African colonization can

be traced far back into the history of the American Colonies

and of the infant nation; and it is worthy of remark that in

each step taken American sentiment leads and British phi-

lanthropy follows; while both act from interest as well as

from duty.

In August, 1773, before the American war, prompted by the

desire of some young African slaves to return to their native

land as Christian missionaries, Dr. Ezra Stiles, of Newport,

R I., afterwards President of Yale College, joined by the cel-

ebrated theologian, Dr. Samuel Hopkins, wrote an address on

the iniquity of the slave-trade, and proposed the education and

sending out of these African youth as “the least compensation

we are able to make to the poor Africans for the injuries they

are constantly receiving from this unrighteous practice;” to
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which address responses came in the form of pecuniary con-

tributions both from Scotland and New England. In 1787, the

same year that the United States Constitution declared that

the slave-trade should cease after twenty-one years, Dr. Wil-

liam Thornton published an address to the free people of

color in Rhode Island and Massachusetts, proposing to become
the leader of a colony to be settled on the West Coast of Africa.

Shortly after Dr. Hopkins corresponded with Granville Sharpe,

of England, making a kindred suggestion; and in 1792, five

years later, the Government of Great Britain at great expense

transported the negroes captured in the American States dur-

ing the war of Independence, who had been temporarily sup-

ported in Canada, to the new territory obtained for them at

Sierra Leone, on the West Coast of Africa. From this day
the duty of restoring at public expense the descendants of

African captives to their native land becomes a controlling

sentiment; which sentiment has not died out from the Ameri-
can breast, and cannot now be stifled except from a mistaken

view of the interests and obligations involved.

England, led as America was to be, by united interest and
duty, now enters the arena of active enterprise in pajdng her

debt to Africa. The independence of America, cutting England
off from a market in the Western World for her ^manufactures,

turned the attention of our worthy ancestors to the East;

bringing to her, also to both Asia and Africa, a blessing which

a century ago no one dreamed of. For two centuries, from

A. D. 1600, the English East India trading enterprise had been

secondary to the American colonial; and the supply posts she

had planted on the Western and Southern Coast of Africa had

been but of temporary consideration. Now, however, that

very Cornwallis who lost prestige at Yorktown was called to

retrieve his honor in India. Soon extended territory in South-

ern and Eastern Asia, and in Western, Southern, and Eastern

Africa, were gained by Great Britain for commercial purposes;

and highways were opened along which English and American

missionaries, with their wives and children, were seen pressing,

their concord never disturbed even by the war of 1812. Fol-

lowing America , successive acts of the British Parliament in

1805, 1807, 1811, and 1824 were passed making the slave-trade
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first to have a limit, then to be a felony, and last to be piracy.

Following again the Northern States, after many years Great

Britain in 1834 abolished slavery in her West India Colonies;

paying, however, $100,000,000 as remuneration to the owners.

To plant and sustain the Colony of Sierra Leone England ex-

pended in 1801 about $116,000, and in 1802 made an appropri-

tion of $50,000 over and above the employ of her national ves-

sels for transportation.

The field of movement now shifts to America. In 1800 Vir-

ginia, filled with free negroes by the humane acts of Washing-

ton and kindred spirits in emancipating their slaves, began to

discuss the question of an asylum for them
;
and Monroe, then

Governor of Virginia, and Jefferson, President of the United

States, were enlisted. Interest, indeed, but mutual interest,

that of the whites and blacks, met and mingled with deep con-

victions of duty. The Northwestern Territory, made free by
Virginia’s own act only thirteen years previous, was suggested

as that asylum; but the humanity of those true friends of the

colored people forbade the selection of a home so inclement

and so exposed to white aggression, especially from the French

Canadians. Under date of December 27, 1804, Mr. Jefferson

suggested their incorporation with the English Colony of Si-

erra Leone, since the British Government had proposed to

deliver up this Colony to home rule. Under date, again, of

January 21, 1811, after he had ceased to be President, Mr. Jef-

ferson, replying to an appeal of an Association of Friends who
were urging from humanity African colonization, refers to

his former suggestion as to Sierra Leone, against which objec-

tion had arisen, and adds: “You inquire whether I would use

my endeavor to procure such an establishment, secure against

violence from other powers, and particularly from the French?

Certainly I shall be willing to do anything I can to give it

effect and safety. * * * Nothing is more to be wished

than that the United States themselves would undertake to

make such an establishment on the Coast of Africa.” Mr.

Jefferson’s suggestion as to Sierra Leone, he states, arose from

the fact that the Colony was mainly made up of “ fugitives

from these States during the Revolutionary war;” and the ob-

ligation of the State of Virginia and of the United States to
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make pecuniary appropriation for this purpose admits no dis-

cussion in the mind of this strict constructionist.

The era for the rise of the American Colonization Society

had now dawned. At the meeting for its organization, De-

cember 21st, 1816, Hon. Henry Clay, in an opening address,

referred to three interests it sought to promote : first, that of

the colored people; second, that of the whites of America; and

he added as a third, “ the moral fitness of restoring to the

land of their fathers” these exiles, since, said he, “if we can

thus transmit to Africa the blessings of our arts, of our civili-

zation, and our religion, may we not hope that America will

extinguish a great portion of that moral debt which she has

contracted to that unfortunate Continent?” He cited the Col-

ony of Sierra Leone, planted by England, as an example both

of the principle and of the promise for its fulfillment. Mr.

Caldwell, who followed, referring to the expense which would

necessarily attend it, said that there could hardly be a dif-

ference of opinion as to the fact that every section of the

United States was alike interested and indebted; that it was

“a great national object and ought to be supported by the na-

tional purse
;

” since, as Mr. Clay had declared, “ there ought

to be a national atonement for the wrongs and injuries which

Africa had received.”

The memorial sent, in accordance with this view, to Con-

gress, was responded to by a report closing with two resolu-

tions, which contained the following recommendation : that

stipulations be obtained from Great Britain and other maritime

powers, both for the suppression of the slave-trade, arid also

“guaranteeing a permanent neutrality for any colony of free

people of color, which, at the expense and under the auspices of

the United States, shall be established on the African Coast;”

to which was added, “ Resolved
,
That adequate provision should

be hereafter made to defray any necessary expenses which

.may be incurred in carrying the preceding resolution into

effect.” After some delay, from pressure of other business,

Congress, on the 3d March, 1819, appointed an agent on the

Coast of Africa to receive and colonize recaptives taken in

slave ships. The sloop-of-war Cyane, with a merchant ship

in convoy, and subsequently several vessels of war, were at
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the public expense employed in this service of national obli-

gation. As it was now apparent that a nucleus of trained

negroes was essential to the colony, who might be instructors

and supporters of the almost helpless recaptives, Mr. Monroe

interpreted the law just passed by Congress' as necessitating

the sending of select American negroes liberated by philan-

thropic masters for this mission, and also as providing for the

buying of lands and the furnishing of other supplies necessary

;

and thus in its equity the United States began to act on the

principle of duty recognized in other lands and ages.

Eight years after this, in 1829, when twelve State Legisla-

tures had united in commending the Colonization enterprise,

Hon. Henry Clay addressed the Society of his adopted State,

Kentucky, in that masterly speech of more than an hour in

length, which did more than any single effort ever made to

bring our country to view rightly the question of slave-eman-

cipation as a moral law which was inevitably sooner or later

to rule; while, too, the same speech gave the clear forecast of

the provision for the emancipated wrhich, sooner or later, our

nation must make, or suffer the penalty of violated law. He
refers to the fact that, in the council of diplomats assembled at

Ghent, to form the treaty which fixed the relation of the new
American States to the various States of Europe, a British

jurist admitted the superior fidelity shown by the American

States toward weak and dependent Indian tribes and African

slaves; their acts, both before and after their independence,

standing out in striking contrast to the course not only of

Spain and France but even of England herself. He dwelt on

the fact that as soon as they had the power, they carried out

in good faith their remonstrances with the mother country

against the slave-trade; providing in their very Constitution

for its cessation as soon as previous British property guaran-

tees to investments made in the traffic could be legally can-

celed. He argued that the humanity which controlled the

mass of slaveholders not only permitted but encouraged manu-
mission and provision for emancipated slaves; and declared

that the day was not distant when interest and duty would
unite to secure universal emancipation. He showed that the

competition of white labor, which had driven the colored peo-
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pie of all the free States into obscurity, was now acting in

Maryland, Virginia, and Kentucky; and that humanity as well

as national indebtedness demanded the most studious consid-

eration on the part of American statesmen as to their future

provision. He pointed to the recognition of this duty wit-

nessed in churches, especially among Christian women, but also

in the acts of the Legislatures of more than half of the States of

the Union and in the enrollment among the members of the

Colonization Society of “some of the most distinguished men
of our country in its legislative, executive, and judicial coun-

cils.” He urged that nothing but the substitution of white

for colored laborers in the Southern States would give them

the prosperity of the North; that the return of the exiles of

Africa, properly trained and provided, would bring the blessings

of peace, prosperity and happiness to the teeming populations

of two continents; with the union of freedom and republi-

can institutions as a heritage to millions of their descend-

ants. He hailed the enterprise as the fulfillment of the mission

of the World’s Eedeemer and of the aspirations of his ardent and

pious disciples to regenerate the two continents still left in

heathenism. As to the expense incurred, he showed from

careful estimates that one million of dollars applied annually

for sixty or seventy years, less than $75,000,000, paid as a na-

tional debt, would restore all the exiles to the land of their

ancestry. Such a strain of eloquence has seldom fallen from

the lips of any orator of ancient or modern times; such a

tracing of the moral law of duty could never have been

resisted, except by selfish cupidity, in any age; every point of

its great argument has been intensified in each succeeding de-

cade of American history since; if listened to in the day of its

utterance, the words of Him who spake as never man spake

would have been verified to the very letter, that the man and

the nation true to Hod’s law of righteousness towards the cap-

tive “shall receive an hundred-fold ” for his fidelity
;
and if now,

when that hundred fold has been entered on the other side of

the balance-sheet, and has been more than paid in the expense

of the late war—if our nation and its people determine to do

the duty that must be met towards the freed people of our

country, they may save the generations soon to struggle for
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the mastery in the competition for life on our continent—they

may save this last refuge of the needy—another accummulation

of a debt that at a hundred per cent, of annually accruing in-

crease must some day be fully paid. With a single allusion to

the concurrent testimony of other statesmen of that day, we
may pass to a glance at the proof of this still pending event

revealed to the forecast of that generation of great men and

of devoted lovers of their country and of the world.

Two years only after this speech of Mr. Clay, when his

spirit, though a southern man, was awakening a counterpart

in South Carolina nullification, at the annual meeting of the

Colonization Society, held at Washington, and crowded by

members from both Houses of Congress, letters from both ex-

President Madison and Chief Justice Marshall were read. Mr.

Madison, with pen tremulous with age, wrote: “The Society

had always my good wishes;” and after stating the difficul-

ties in its accomplishment, he meets the chief obstacle to colo-

nization, the attendant expense, with a suggestion worthy of

the State as well as of the nation which had so worthily hon-

ored him; in which suggestion the philanthropist towers above

even the patriot, and yet much more above the sectionalist

and the political bigot. “In contemplating,” writes he, “the

pecuniary resources needed for the removal of such a number
to so great a distance, my thoughts and hopes have been long

turned to the rich fund presented in the western lands of the

nation
;
which will soon entirely cease to be ours, under .a

pledge for another object. The great object in question is

truly of a national character; and it is known that distin-

guished patriots, not dwelling in elaveholding States, have

viewed the object in that light, and would be willing to let the

national domain be a resource in effecting it. Should it be

remarked that the States, though all may be interested in

relieving our country from the colored population, are not

equally so, it is but fair to recollect that the sections most to

be benefitted are those whose cessions created the fund to be

disposed of.” Chief Justice Marshall’s letter, by a marked law

of common sentiment called forth at a common crisis, makes the

same' suggestion as to the public lands first made by Senator

King, of New York, whom Madison, amid the spirit of nulli-
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fication, calls a “distinguished patriot;” he says that this

fund, ceded to the General Government without restriction as

to its use by different States and chiefly by Virginia, is less

exposed to those constitutional objections which are made in

the South;” and he concludes, as one inspired by the experi-

ence of 1832, with a vision of the scenes of 1862 :
“ The whole

Union would be strengthened by this act and be relieved from

a danger whose extent can scarcely be estimated.”

Forty years have passed since Madison and Marshall thus

wrote and when Clay spoke for the ages with almost inspired

forecast. And to-day how stand the three parties who in all

ages have agreed that an emancipated captive must be restored

with gifts, or' the offended deity, the lawgiver of justice and

equity, will not be appeased!

Let us glance a moment, first, at the white race, holding

with tenacious grasp the soil, the foundation of all individ-

ual and national wealth; which the red man, appealing to

Heaven, declares was his by ancestral heritage; and which the

black man, since the war, has verily believed was to be por-

tioned out among the race that had for two centuries tilled it

for usurping landlords. He who sits above has demanded, as

of the Trojan heroes refusing to agree in surrendering a stolen

captive, hecatombs of human sacrifices, not less than one mil-

lion of America’s choice sons, two-thirds ofthem from the States

that least recognized the debt which fathers impose on the

estates they bequeath. He has exacted in the war expendi-

ture an hundred-fold of. the sum asked for by Mr. Clay thirty

years before as adequate both for the emancipation and the

return of the captives; and He has yet more cut off from our

land, our ports, our ocean commerce, by an indirect, tax
,
not

recognized by human tribunals, but by a higher law extorted
,

a thousand- fold more than the sum contemplated by the states-

men of 1832. And now into our States come pouring literally

hordes of the Old World, swarming our States, Massachusetts

and South Carolina alike, as the Goths over Italy, ruling New
York, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis as Attica and Alaric

and Theodoric dominated Rome; and who supposes that this

mass can be ruled by equity; aye more, that new lords may
not seize on our inheritance, when equity towards the black
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man is not shown ! We may well take np the warnings of

both Madison and Jefferson, of Clay and Jackson, in 1832; for

the utterances of those aged statesmen of the past century are

not to be treated as the excited imaginations of a moment!
They were the calm, compelled counsels of the truest friends

of humanity when about to meet their own account as Ameri-

can leaders.

The second vital consideration, then, is, “ What is justice and

equity to the colored race?” Three home proffers have been

made ! Have they brought the relief needed ?

The first promised was homesteads. Gen. Patrick, the first

Provost Marshal General of Virginia, a devout Christian of the

Presbyterian church, as well as an able and spotless com-

mander during the war, was obliged to restrain, by force, mis-

taken friends alike of the colored man and of their country,

who told the people just freed alike from slavery and from

military control, that their master’s lands were to be divided

up among them, and that the Government would provide

them mules and implements for farming. Mot the first acre

has yet been givqn them; and no man in our country be-

lieves this would either be for the colored man’s interest or

justice to the white population; unless it be a revival of the

idea of 1832—the devotion of the lands now lavished in rail-

road grants, to the furnishing of African colonists as payment
of the national debt long due to them !

Then labor was proffered; and with promises of a propor-

tion of the crops, a large portion of the colored people went
confidentlj7 to their toil. But crops failed, necessarily; for the

soil was exhausted
;
the laborer was unsteady and unskilled

;

two or three years impoverished proprietors and left laborers

to starve; and all Government could do was to provide trans-

portation to new and remote lands far south.

Then came the ballot
,
eligibility to office, and the Civil-rights

Bill
,
upon which we will not dwell.

Turning now to Africa, what opens before us! How won-
derful the changes the last twenty-five years have wrought

;

as if to prepare that continent to be the mission-field, the land

of promise, the Canaan of rest to this weary, jostled, outrun

and dispirited people. Herodotus tells us of au Egyptian col-

2
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ony sent into Ethiopia, whose influence so advanced them
that they at length made an effectual conquest of Upper Egypt,

where, in the city of Thebes, they for some generations took

on Asiatic culture; and Bunsen has indicated that this was the

very era when David wrote, “ Ethiopia shall soon stretch her

hands unto God.” Strabo, four centuries later, tells how Greek

youth of Cyrene trained themselves for years to explore suc-

cessful]}^ the upper waters of the Nile
;
modern readers of Liv-

ingstone’s researches can compare the records and see that

the ancient explorer passed over the track of the modern

pioneer; Ptolemy’s map, published a century after Christ,

fixes the sources of the Nile just where Livingstone now
places them, ten degrees south of the Equator; Grecian influ-

ence so penetrated Central Africa that the Ethiopian treas-

urer of Queen Candace, as Luke’s record indicates, was reading

the Greek translation of the Hebrew Isaiah
;
and the Greek

language so influenced the dialects of the far interior as to

appear in the vocabulary of the Yoruba people, living within

the bosom of the Niger, as the late Smithsonian publication

plainly indicates. Ten or twelve centuries yet later, the Ara-

bian followers of Mohammed penetrated from the Indian

Ocean to the Atlantic, south of the Great Desert; and so effec-

tually have they impressed their religious convictions, that

amulets containing passages from the Koran are found on the

necks of slaves carried to South America from the Western

Coast of Africa.

Three forms of ancient civilization have thus found the

African mind susceptible to their impress. It remains to ask

whether another, and that a far higher, may not take its

place.

Twenty-five years ago the encroachments of Persia and of

Eussia towards India began to give serious fears to English

statesmen and merchants that the day might be hastened

when India would be entered from both the West and the

North, and when Great Britain’s monopoly of its trade would

come to an end. From that day, as not only her open acts

but the confidential intimations of her agents have declared,

the Continent of Africa has been singled out as the field of her

.explorations and of her intended future commerce. The set-
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tlement at Cape Coast Castle, on the south, has extended far

up the Eastern Coast to Natal, and even to Zanzibar, and back

into the interior to the diamond mines. From the Strait at

the mouth of the Red Sea, British exploring agents excited

the jealousy of Abyssinia; till six years ago the Abyssinian

war made the road to the interior, through that Christian

kingdom, a highway for English merchants. Within a few

years, the island of Lagos, nigh the mouth of the Niger, was

seized
;
and since that time loans from British capitalists to Li-

beria for roads to the interior indicate a policy leading to a mon-

opoly of the commerce ofAfrica from that side. About five years

ago, after the persevering interior explorations of the mission ary

Livingstone, followed by scientific and military leaders like

Barth, Speke, and Baker, the latter, Sir Samuel Baker, with his

wife and an armed escort of 1,500 Egyptian soldiers, bearing

on the backs of bullocks three river steamers, whose parts were

to be put together on the Nile above all obstructions, whence

the inland lakes could be entered, has successfully planted a

central commercial and military settlement, whence roads will

be kept open to the Mediterranean on the North, to the Red
Sea on the East, to the Atlantic on the West, and to Natal, if

not Cape Coast, on the South. The last act of this concen-

trated conquest is now proceeding in the invasion of the ter-

ritory of the Ashantees, whose subjugation will be the prelude

to the submission of all the interior tribes.

And what inevitably must succeed to this commercial occu-

pation ? Unquestionably, just as from India after British

occupation came a cry that reached England as well as Amer-
ica, and made Christian missionaries meet, even amid the war
of 1812, as brothers in arms in a higher service, to herald

Christ on “ India’s coral strand,” so now from “Afric’s sunny
fountains” already comes the kindred call. What means it

that Arthington was dreaming of an inland settlement back of

Liberia, and that he sent to the American Colonization Soci-

ety for choice Christian colored men to lead it ? Was the mind
that penned that letter possessed by a fancy ? or did a grand

reality almost frenzy his appeal ? Which sees farthest, the self-

sacrificing philanthropist or the interested man of the world,

as to the colored man’s lofty mission for the world, as well as
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his only hope for his family and kindred? Let two or three

of their own number declare.

In Richmond, Virginia, some twenty-five years ago, a mu-
latto youth, ofsprightly mind and liberal home-education

,
gifted

as'a herald of Christ, longed to go and preach to his country-

men in Africa. His master gave him his freedom
;
the Mission

Society of his native South gave him a salary; the Coloniza-

tion ship granted him a passage
;
and for years he was an

efficient missionary in Liberia. When our civil war closed he

came from Africa to visit his kindred, and to tell American

freedmen of the land where they were not only freemen but

nobles without rival
;
to pledge a farm to any family as the

gift of the Liberian Government
;
and to thrill American

Christians with the picture of spiritual harvest-fields ripe for

the sickle, in the land where Egyptian science, Grecian art,

and Mohammedan superstition were to be supplanted by the

pure Christian faith. The voice of Rev. Mr. Hill rang at a

large public convention in New York with eloquence that sur-

prised and captivated; for his theme had inspired the man.

He came to the Executive Committee of the Colonization So-

ciety at Washington, and on their behalf procured a passage

to Liberia for any who would go. He was met by the roman-

tic fancies of farms, and College education, and public offices,

which dazzled the vision of his colored brethren. Towering

like Moses before Israel when hesitating on the borders of

Egypt, he exclaimed, “ Be assured, in all that you are justly

receiving from the American people, you are only borrowing

the jewels of your old masters to bear them to the land of

promise !
” Every day since that appeal the mist has dissipated

that was before his hearers’ eyes
;
and now some of them see

their mistake.

Some thirty years ago a tall, swarthy, but high-browed Afri-

can,' whose grandfather was seized in the interior of Africa as

a captive from a cultured tribe, was displaying in Kentucky

great power as a Christian preacher. At his desire his owner

gave him his freedom, and he went as a missionary to Liberia.

He disappeared from the Colony for years
;
but early during

the civil war found his way back to America to rehearse his

story and ask aid in his new work. Rev. Mr. Herndon had
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found his ancestral tribe; he had become a chief among them;

he had won them to the Christian faith; he had allied them to

the Liberian Republic; and now he sought means to rear a house

of worship, with a Sabbath bell to ring forth its melody in a

valley that never heard such music. He secured his desire

;

he returned to his field
;
and now he is at once Liberian judge

in his district and a crier for the Judge of all the earth.

Some six years since, Robhrt Arthington, of Leeds, Eng-

land, gave £1,000 sterling to plant a settlement of select

Christian families, as the first of a cordon back of Liberia,

which he hoped might some day girdle the continent. The
chosen band were found in North Carolina and brought to-

gether at Portsmouth, Ya. At the farewell meeting their Chris-

tian leader exclaimed, in his parting address, “Thank G-od for

American slavery ! But for it I should have been born a

heathen and could never have been Christ’s herald to my
countrymen in Africa.” Just at that crisis the multiplying

and earnest requests to be sent to Liberia led one of the Ex-

ecutive Committee of the Colonization Society at Washington

to urge their claim to Government transportation by land, if

not on the sea, upon the members of the Senate and other

officers of the Government, who had it in their power to pro-

mote the claim. The appeal was met with the statement, “ Oh !

we want these select people here as laborers and as voters! ”

The question was asked in reply and pressed home—“Senator,

General, are you not liable to be as selfish as you thought the

slaveholders were ten years ago ? ” The appeal went home to

Christian minds and American hearts! The train of facts pre-

sented in this address of to-night led Senator Fessenden, lately

Secretary of the Treasury and at that time Chairman of the

Finance Committee of the Senate, to pledge himself as a leader

in the effort to secure the same appropriation, $100 each, for

the ocean passage of freedmen, which the Government for

years had paid for recaptives sent to Liberia. His death

shortly afterwards cut short this mission.

During the administration of President Buchanan, a sla-

ver, called the “Wanderer” ran into Savannah, Georgia,

freighted with slaves captured from a superior tribe of trades-

people in the interior of Africa. While the Secretary of the
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Navy was arranging for the return of these people to Africa,

under the auspices of the Colonization Society, the people

were scattered through the Gulf States. About ten years

later, some six years ago, a missionary from Central Af-

rica, Rev. Mr. Phillips, was addressing a large audience of

colored people on the customs of the Yoruba people in

Central Africa, when an unusual attention was observed

in a cluster of finely formed, intelligent people, in the rear

of the house. To illustrate their language, the missionary

repeated the Lord’s prayer in the Yoruba tongue
;
when

an irrepressible cry of delight came from this attentive band.

At the close of the service they came pressing their way to

the missionary, and in their native tongue told him the story

of their capture, their dispersion at Savannah, and of their pres-

ent freedom and their longing for home. He spoke of the

Colonization Society
;
and they begged that they might be sent

to Africa. Their case was named; the funds of the Society,

consecrated to pay the passage of emigrants to Liberia alone,

was more than absorbed for such applicants; and these captives,

now asking return under American law, are yet unredeemed!

To whom does their restoration belong ! From whom is the pas-

sage money back to Africa for any captive yet unrestored due,

but from the entire American people! Is it not time, when
philanthropic individuals are giving colleges and sugar-mills,

schools and tools to African colonists, and when Mission Socie-

ties are sustaining heralds of the Gospel for Africa’s redemp-

tion,—is it not time for the American people and its Govern-

ment to pay their honest debt
,
in giving transportation home

to any applicant, and that charity be left to its appropriate

work ?

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

Washington, D. C., January 20, 1874.

The Board of Directors of The American Colonization

Society met this day at 12 o’clock m., in their Rooms in the

Colonization Building, Washington, D. C.

The President of the Society, Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, took

the Chair
;
and prayer was offered by the Rev. John Maclean,

D. D., LL. D., of Princeton, N. J.
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Mr. William Coppiuger was appointed Secretary of the

Board.

The minutes of the last meeting, January 21 and 22, 1873,

were read.

The Corresponding Secretary reported that during the past

year the Bev. George W. Samson, D. D., of New York, had

been coostituted, by friends of the cause, a Director for Life

of the Society.

On motion of Dr. Lindsly, it was

Resolved
,
That the Rev. Thomas H. Pearne, D. D., District Secretary of the

Society for the country west of the Alleghanies and south of the Potomac,

be invited to sit with the Board as a Corresponding Member.

Mr. Merwin, Hon. Mr. Parker, and Dr. Lyon were appointed

a Committee on Credentials, who reported the following named
Delegates as appointed by Auxiliary Societies, and also the Di-

rectors for Life and members of the Executive Committee in

attendance, as follows

:

Delegates Appointed by Auxiliary Societies for 1874.

Vermont Colonization Society.—Hon. Charles W. Willard ,* Hon. Fred-

erick Woodbridge,* Rev. John K. Converse.

Connecticut Colonization Society.—Rev. Daniel W. Lathrop, D. D.*

Henry A. Warner, Esq.

Massachusetts Colonization Society.—Hon. Isaac Davis* Hon. G.

Washington Warren* Henry Lyon, M. D., Rev. John W. Chickering, D. D.

New York Colonization Society.—Rev. Benj.I. Haight, D.D., LL. D.,*

Rev. S. Ireneus Prime, D. D.,* Rev. Henry C. Potter, D. D.,* Rev. George W.
Samson, D. D., Rev. Wm. F. Morgan, D. D.

(

* Rev. Samuel D. Alexander, D.

D.,* Rev. John N. McLeod, D. D.,* Rev. T. Ralston Smith, D. D„* Rev. David

Cole, D. D.,* Almon Merwin, Esq., Smith Sheldon, Esq.,* Theodore L. Mason,

M. D.,* Z., Stiles Ely, Esq., Henry Day, Esq.,* William Dennistoun, Esq.,*

Henry L. Young, Esq.,* William C. Foote, Esq., Stephen M. Buckingham,

Esq., Alfred L. Taylor, Esq.,* Rev. G. Henry Mandeville, D. D.*

New Jersey Colonization Society.—Rev. W. J. R. Taylor, D. D.

Pennsylvania Colonization Society.—Rev. Samuel E. Appleton.

Life Directors Present.—Rev. John B.Pinney, LL.D., Rev. John Mac-

lean, D. D., LL.D., Rev. John Orcutt, D. D., Joseph Henry, LL. D., Charles

H. Nichols, M. D., Rev. George W. Samson, D. D.

*Not in attendance.
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Executive Committee Present.—Harvey Lindsly, M. D., Joseph H.
Bradley, Esq., William Gunton, Esq., Hon. Peter Parker, Hon. John B.

Kerr. Charles H. Nichols, M. D., James C. Welling, LL. D.

The Corresponding Secretary presented and read the Fifty-

seventh Annual Eeport of the Society.

Whereupon, on motion, it was

Resolved
,
That the Annual Report be accepted and referred to a Com-

mittee of three to select portions to be read at the anniversary meeting to be

held this evening.

Rev. Mr. Appleton, President Welling, and Mr. Ely were

appointed the Committee.

The Corresponding Secretary presented and read the Annual

Statement of the Executive Committee.

The Treasurer presented and read his Report of receipts and

disbursements during the year 1873.

On motion, it was

Resolved
,
That the Statement of the Executive Committee and the Treasu-

rer’s Report, with the accompanying papers, be accepted
;
and that so much

of them and of the Annual Report as relates to Foreign Relations, Finances,

Auxiliary Societies, Agencies, Accounts, Emigration, and Education, be

referred to the several Standing Committees in charge of these subjects re-

spectively.

On motion of Rev. Dr. Maclean, it was

Resolved
,
That a Committee be appointed to prepare a minute expressive

of the loss sustained by the Board in the death of the Rev. William McLain,

D. D., late Financial Secretary and Treasurer of the Society.

Rev. Dr. Maclean, Rev. Mr. Appleton, and Rev. Dr. Samson

were appointed the Committee.

The Chair appointed the Standing Committees, as follows :

Committee on Foreign Relations.—Rev. John Maclean, D. D. LL. D.,

Hon. Peter Parker, Charles H. Nichols, M. D.

Committee on Finance.—William Gunton, Esq., Stephen M. Bucking-

ham, Esq., Z. Stiles Ely, Esq.

Committee on Auxiliary Societies.—Rev. John Orcutt, D. D., Rev. John

K. Converse, Hon. John B. Kerr.

Committee on Agencies.—Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, Harvey Lindsly, M.

D. William C. Foote, Esq.

Committee on Accounts.—Almon Merwin, Esq., Rev. John W. Chicker-

ing, D. D., Joseph Henry, LL. D.
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Committee on Emigration.—Henry Lyon, M. D., Joseph H. Bradley,

Esq., James C. Welling, LL.D.

Committee on Education.—Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., Rev. John B.

Pinney, LL.D., Henry A. Warner, Esq.

On motion, it was

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to nominate the Secretaries and

Executive Committee for the ensuing year.

The Rev. Mr. Appleton, Rev. Dr. Chickering, and Mr. Ely

were appointed the Committee.

On motion, it was

Resolved, That the Board do now adjourn until 10 o’clock to morrow morn-

ing.

Colonization Building, January 21, 1874.

The Board of Directors met this morning pursuant to ad-

journment, the President in the Chair.

The Divine blessing was invoked by the Rev. Samuel E. Ap-

pleton, of Philadelphia.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Letters excusing themselves from attendance at this meet-

ing were stated to have been received from Directors Rev.

Benjamin I. Haight, D.D., LL. D., Rev. William H. Steele, D. D.,

Daniel Price, Esq., and Rev. Henry C. Potter D. D.
;
and from

Delegates Hon. Isaac Davis, Rev. Daniel W. Lathrop, D. D.,

Rev. Samuel D. Alexander, D. D., Rev. T. Ralston Smith, D.

D., Alfred L. Taylor, Esq., Theodore L. Mason, M. D., and

Henry L. Young, Esq.

Mr. Merwin, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Ac-

counts, presented the following Report
;
which was, on motion,

accepted and approved:

The Committee appointed to examine the accounts of the American Colon-

ization Society for the past year, have performed the duty assigned them,

and take pleasure in stating that the hooks are accurately and neatly kept

;

and that each item has a voucher for the amount charged. They also highly

commend the practice of the Executive Committee in examining and en-

dorsing their approval on each bill.

President Welling, from the Committee on Emigration, pre-

sented the following Report
\
which was, on motion, accepted
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and approved, and the accompanying resolutions was referred

to the Executive Committee, with power to act as circum-

stances may require :

The Committee to whom was referred so much of the Annual Report as re-

lates to the subject of emigration, beg leave respectfully to submit the follow-

ing report

:

Emigration, in its processes and in its results, constitutes the very core of

our activity as a Society. It is the channel through which, under God, we
propose to transmit to Africa the blessings of Christianity, of civilization,

and of liberty regulated by law. It is through this channel that a colony

has been successfully planted on the shores of Africa by the fathers and

founders of the American Colonization Society. It is through this channel

that their successors have held it a privilege and duty, during each successive

year of the Society’s existence, to send an annual increment of population to

swell the numbers and strengthen the resources of that infant nationality,

which bears in its bosom, as we fervently hope, the germs of Africa’s regen-

eration.

In the light of this simple statement your Committee submit that the

friends and patrons of this philanthropic enterprise cannot fail to see

the importance of keeping this channel clear from all obstructions, whether

they may result from the temporary misconceptions and passions of men, or

from our own faint-heartedness. As our experience abundantly proves that

we have among us fellow-citizens of African descent who would fain return

to their ancestral land, it is the dictate equally of political consistency and

of generosity to facilitate for them the exodus which they desire to make.

To obstruct them in the exercise of this right, or to leave impediments in the

way which we can remove, is practically to remand them to the condition of

serfs tied to the soil.

As the Society exists to lend a helping hand to the voluntary emigrants

who, in offering themselves as such, evince a desire to change their nation-

ality, it follows that, in justice to them, and in a decent respect for that

right of expatriation, which, as a nation, the United States have vindicated

alike by their arms and their diplomacy, we cannot rightfully withhold our

aid as long as worthy and deserving emigrants shall require it at our hands.

As every accession made to the population of Liberia, under the auspices of

our Society, adds fresh strength to those Christianizing and civilizing forces

which we desire to see embodied in religious and civil institutions, which,

with God’s blessing, shall be self-sustaining and self-propagating by the im-

petus they may have gained, it follows that until this end shall be reached

our Society cannot pause in the career appointed to it by Divine Providence.

When the tides of migration between America and Africa shall be as natural

in their ebb and flow as they now are between Europe and America, or

when the institutes of Christianity and civilization shall be so deeply planted

in the soil of Africa as to be mutual auxiliaries, without needing support or
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exemplification from the transplanted products of our soil, the time will

have come for our Society to cease from its labors, but not till then.

Your Committee, therefore, advise that during the coming year there

should be no departure from that established policy of the Society which

looks to the annual settlement in Liberia of as large a body of new immi-

grants as the funds of the Society may enable it to send.

As our Society, by the organized emigration which it patronizes, is a Mis-

sionary Society of the largest possible proportions which it can enter into the

heart of man to conceive, sending as we do to Africa not only the Gospel

and the individual preacher of Christian truth, but also the Christian church,

fully equipped for evangelization
;
the Christian home, as its divinely ap-

pointed nursery
;
the school-house and the college, as the conditions of its

intelligent propagation
;
and all the arts of civilization as its ornament and

exterior defence, your Committee indulge the hope that these peculiar fea-

tures of our activity may secure for the operations of our Society a larger

share than they have hitherto enjoyed in the sympathy and contributions of

Christian churches throughout the land. In this vi6w the Committee submit

the following resolution:

Resolved
,
That the Executive Committee of the Society be instructed as

far as possible to promote its established policy by sending new recruits to

the Liberian Republic
;
and that it take special measures to commend the

relations of organized emigration to the sympathies, not only of the race

more immediately interested, but also of Christian men throughout the

whole land.

Rev. Mr. Appleton, Chairman of the Committee on Nomina-
tion of Secretaries and the Executive Committee, presented

a Report; which was considered, and, on motion, it was

Resolved
,
That two Secretaries be appointed, to be called the General Sec-

retary, and the Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer, whose respective

duties shall be prescribed by the Executive Committee
;
and that all action

hitherto of this Board inconsistent herewith be and the same is hereby re-

pealed.

The following nominations were made, viz :

General Secretary.

—

Rev. John Orcutt, D. D.

Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer.—Mr. William Coppinger.

Executive Committee.—Harvey Lindsly, M. D., Joseph H. Bradley, Esq.,

William Gunton, Esq., Hon. Peter Parker, Hon. John B. Kerr, Charles H.

Nichols, M. D., James C. Welling, LL. D.

Whereupon, on motion,' it was

Resolved', That the report be accepted and approved, and that the Board

elect the persons nominated by the Committee.
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Rev. Dr. Samson, Chairman of the Standing Committee on

Education, presented the following Report; which was, on

motion, accepted and approved, and the accompanying resolu-

tion was adopted

:

Your Committee on Education respectfully say that the semi-annual re-

ports to June 30, 1873, of the three schools in Liberia supported by this

Society from the income of the Graham legacy, show them to have had an

average attendance of eighty-six scholars, who are making good progress in

their various studies.

The letters sent to Liberia by the Corresponding Secretary, under the ac-

tion of the Board at the last meeting, elicited replies with valuable informa-

tion and details
;

but the late report of the Massachusetts Colonization

Society gives a more elaborate account, which shows that all the missions

have schools of their respective denominations. In all there are fifty-two

schools, with thirteen hundred and twenty-three scholars, connected with the

various missionary Boards in Liberia. But these missions are wholly inde-

pendent of each other, each has its own system, and there is no one system of

common schools for the whole Republic, except that in the statute-book,

which is not in operation.

President Roberts, in his last annual message, says : “ In regard to the

subject of general education in Liberia, I may only remark, that it is still of

paramount importance. And it is a matter of deep regret that, even with the

generous assistance of Missionary Societies in the United States, we are not

able to supply the increasing demands for educational facilities in many of

our scattered Americo-Liberian settlements. No one can doubt that both

the Church and the State are now suffering for the want of additional in-

telligence to aid in advancing the civil and religious institutions of the

country.”

The Liberia College, at Monrovia, last February, received a generous do-

nation of $20,000 from the Hon. Albert Fearing, which greatly aids it.

Considering the vast importance of the subject of education, your Com-

mittee recommend the adoption of the following resolution

:

Resolved
,
That the Executive Committee be requested to consider the ex-

pediency of employing, either directly or indirectly, or in conjunction with

the Liberian Government, a Commissioner on Education, whose business it

shall be to endeavor to promote the educational facilities of Liberia by

efforts both in this country and in Africa.

The appointed hour, 12 o’clock m., having arrived for the

meeting of the Society, the Board took a recess, and after a

brief session of the Society, it resumed its duties.

Mr. Buckingham, from the Standing Committee on Finance,

presented a Report
;
which was, on motion, accepted and ap-

proved.
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Eev. Mr. Appleton, Chairman of the Standing Committee on

Agencies, presented the following Eeport
;
which was, on mo-

tion, accepted and approved, and the accompanying resolution

was adopted

:

The Committee on Agencies make no extended report, but respectfully offer

the following resolution :

Resolved
,
That we earnestly recommend the Executive Committee to em-

ploy whatever instrumentalities they may judge wisest to arouse the public

mind in behalf of the work and claims of our Society, and to obtain more

enlarged meaDS of carrying it on.

Eev. Dr. Orcutt, Chairman of the Standing Committee on

Auxiliary Societies, presented the following Eeport; which

was, on motion, accepted and approved :

The Committee on Auxiliary Societies respectfully report that they stand

essentially the same as for several years past. Tn some of the States these

Societies exist with sufficient life to enable them to hold their annual meet-

ings, and to render valuable services in obtaining funds for the prosecution

of our work. And in several of the States where they were formerly alive,

they are practically dead. In the judgment of your Committee, efforts should

be made to infuse fresh life into all such organizations, and to form new
auxiliaries wherever there is reasonable hope they will be sustained and the

cause thereby promoted.

Eev. Dr. Maclean, Chairman of the Standing Committee on

Foreign Delations, reported verbally that, in their judgment,

there was no business in the papers referred to them calling

for action at this time.

On motion of Mr. Merwin, it was

Resolved, That this Board tenders its cordial thanks to our worthy Presi-

dent, the Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, for all that he has done in the past for

the American Colonization Society
;
and that we have entire confidence in

him for all that he may be able to do in the future.

President Latrobe, Chairman of the Committee appointed

January 22, 1873, to procure by subscription a portrait or a

bust of the late Eev. E. E. Gurley, or a memorial tablet to be

placed in the rooms of the Society, reported verbally the

progress made
;
and the Committee were continued.

Eev. Dr. Maclean, Chairman of the Committee to prepare a

minute touching the death of the Eev. Dr. McLain, presented

the following Eeport; which was, on motion, accepted and

approved, and the accompanying resolution, was adopted

:
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The Committee to prepare a minute expressive of the feelings of the Board

in reference to the decease of the Rev. William McLain, D. D., the late Fi-

nancial Secretary and Treasurer of the American Colonization Society, and

to indicate the views of the Board with respect to his long continued and

most valuable services, beg leave to recommend the adoption of the follow-

ing resolution

.

Resolved
,
That this Board adopts as their own the just and most appro-

priate resolutions of the Executive Committee, passed at their special meeting

on the 14th of February, 1873, in consequence of the then recent death of our

departed friend, who for thirty -two years had devoted himself most faithfully

and efficiently to his duties as an officer of this institution, and to the up-

building of the Republic of Liberia
;
and the Board are confident that it

would be no easy matter to overestimate the value of his services to the

cause of African Colonization. May the success of his labors, and in the

hope that our beloved friend has departed this life to enter into the rest that

remaineth for the people of God, prompt all the friends of the cause of

African Colonization to increased efforts in this most important work.

On motion, it was

Resolved
,
That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the Execu-

tive Committee for publication.

On motion of Rev. Dr. Maclean, it was

Resolved
,
That the cordial thanks of the Board be tendered to our Presi-

dent, for the very able and dignified manner in which he has presided on the

present occasion.

Resolved
,
That our thanks are expressed to the Secretary, for his kind and

attentive services at this meeting.

On motion, it was

Resolved
,
That when the Board adjourns, it adjourn to meet in these rooms

on the third Tuesday in January, 1875, at 12 o’clock m.

The Board united in prayer, led by the Rev. Mr. Converse,

and then adjourned.

William Coppinger, Secretary.

NEW JERSEY COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of the New Jersey Colonization Society

was held at Princeton, January 13th. Rev. Dr. Maclean,
President of the Society, and one of its warmest advocates,

took the chair. Rev. Dr. Macdonald offered prayer. Dr.

Maclean intimated the amount contributed by New Jersey
to the Colonization cause the past year, and announced
the appointmnt of a delegate to meet with the General
Society at its Anniversary in Washington on the 20th in-

stant. Rev. Dr. Orcutt, one of the Secretaries of the parent
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Society, made a brief statement of the work of the Coloniza-

tion movement and of its present state. Rev. Dr. Samson,
late President of Columbian College, Washington, now of New
York City, then addressed the assembly, and was followed by
Rev. George J. Mingins, of the New York City Mission. At
the close of his address a vote of thanks was tendered the gen-
tlemen who had spoken

;
and the officers of last year, who re-

side principally in Newark and its vicinity, were re-elected,

with the addition of Rev. John Miller, of Princeton, and a few
other new members. The meeting was without a tedious mo-
ment, and well repaid the audience, and we doubt not the So-

ciety, by the interest elicited in the work. Rev. Dr. McCosh
closed with the benediction.

AFFAIRS IN LIBERIA.

Advices from Monrovia to the 10th of January give evidence of sure progress

and increased activity. The indications are unmistakable that the long ad-

herence to the Coast, which has been a drawback to the industrial energies

of the country, will soon be abandoned, and a more vigorous and energetic

policy adopted with regard to interior development.

The barque “ Jasper ’’had arrived at Monrovia, forty-two days passage

from New York, with emigrants sent by the American Colonization Society.

The Legislature convened on the 1st of December, but that being the na-

tional holiday, the “anniversary of the Pilgrims,” an early adjournment was

had to allow Senators and Representatives to join in the celebration, which

took place at the Methodist E. Church, Monrovia. The orator on the occasion

was Professor Edward W. Blyden, and the oration is spoken of by the New
Era as “an intellectual banquet—a splendid effort of genius.”

On the 14th of December the Baptists celebrated, the semi-centennial an-

niversary of the founding of the Providence Baptist Church of Monrovia,

the first church organized in Liberia. Sermons were preached on the occa-

sion by Rev. J. T. Richardson, Rev. Edward W. Blyden, and Rev. W. F.

Gibson.

On the 15th of December, the President delivered his annual messsage—

a

document which presents, in an able manner, the various questions pertain,

ing to the national interests. The following is a brief extract

:

“Our country presents on every side the evidences of the continued favor

of Him under whose auspices it has gradually progressed from its earliest

infancy. We are happily blest with domestic tranquillity and all the ele-

ments of national prosperity. A kind Providence has favored us with health-

ful seasons and abundant harvests. He has sustained us at peace with our

aboriginal neighbors, and has preserved us in the quiet possession of civil

and religious liberty. The agricultural development of the country is pro-

gressing encouragingly, and the public credit has attained a confidence par-

icularly gratifying.”
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A new vessel had been bought in England by the Government for the pur-

pose of maintaining • regular communication between the several counties of

the Republic, and for protecting the revenue and enforcing the laws regula-

ting trade and intercourse along the Liberian seaboard. The Brittsh Gov-

ernment were to give and fit her out with a suitable armameut for this im-

portant service.

Monday, January 5, President Roberts was inaugurated for another

term of two years, and delivered his inaugural address. It is stated that his

health has been feeble since his return from Europe.

Receipts of the American Colonization Society,
During the Month of February, 1874.

Maine.
Bangor—Dr. T. U. Coe v $5 00

Vermont.
Northfleld—“A Friend ” 2 00

'Philadelphia—Rev. James Saul... 100 00

By Rev. Dr. Orcutt.

Philadelphia—A friend of the
Cause 30 00

Connecticut.
Clinton—Dr. D. H. Hubbard 15 00
By Rev. Dr. Orcutt.

Litchfield—Mrs. Lucy Beach, 820;
Miss Demin g, $5 25 00

Newtown—Mrs. Sarah Baldwin... 10 00
New Haven—Mrs. Dr. F. J. Jud-
son 1 00

New York.
By Rev. Dr. Orcutt.

New York City—Benj. Aymar,
8100; Miss Mary Bronson, Mrs.
C. L. Spencer, ea. 850; I. N.
Phelps, 830; Mrs. Daniel Lord,
John Steward, ea. $25; John H.
Hardenbergh, Wm. Walker,
Robert E. Livingston, Mrs. El-
len Couch, ea. $10

Brooklyn—George Munro, $50; A.
T. Hazen, J.B. Spelman, Theo.
Sturges, H. H. Schwietering,
Joseph Hegeman, ea. $10 ;. J. B.
Brinsmade, P. P. Shoonmatcer,
L. Hegniger, F. J. Hosiord, H.
Rowland, G. P. Pason, A. A.
Raven, Edwin H. Burnett, B.
W. Delamater, ea. $5; J. C.
Bloomfield, W. H. Foster, E. S.
Powell, ea. $2; A Friend, $1

51 00

320 00

152 00

New Jersey.
By Rev. Dr. Orcutt.

Camden—Judge Woodhull, 820;
A. W. Markley, $10; Peter
L. Voorhees, L>r. Cooper, Dr.
Schenck, Judge Carpenter, J.
jcl. Stevens, R. Bingham, H.
Vanuxem, J. D. Reinboth, Mrs.
Steele, ea. 85 ;

Dr. Marcy, $1
Haddonfield—Charles L. Willits,
Samuel Nicholson, ea. S10

Burlington—Rich’d F. Mott. $6;
Robert Thomas, $2

472 00

76 00

20 00

8 00

104 00
Pennsylvania.

Car lisle—Legacy of James Ham-
ilton, by Joseph A. Stuart, Ex. 200 00

330 00
District of Columbia.

Washington—Miscellaneous 923 98

Ohio.
Rising Sun—United P. Ch., Rev.

J. H. Cooper, pastor 9 45

By Rev. Dr. Pearne.
Cincinnati—A Friend, to consti- •

tute Rev. Richard S. Rust, D.D.,
a Life Member, $30; Walnut
Hills M. E. Ch., Mrs. Rev.
John Wright, $10 .

40 00
Columbus—Judge Baldwin, $10;
Col. Manypenny, Robert Niel,
ea. 85; 1. N. Whit;ng, $3; Al-
fred Thomas, $1.50; Robert
Rusk. 81; J- L. Campbell, 50
cts.; W. N. Collum, 25 cts 26 25

75 70
FOR REPOSITORY.

Maine—Bangor—Dr. T. U. Coe,
to Jan. 1, 1875, $1. East Machias
—Rev. Geo. W. Kelly, to Jan.
1, 1875, $1 2 00

New Hampshire—Manchester—
S. S. Marden, to Oct. 1, 1874 1 00

Massachusetts—.Hmfitfiam-Da-
vid Fearing, $1 ;

Morris Fear-
ing, $1 ;

to Jan. 1. 1875, by Rev.
Dr. Tracy 2 00

New York

—

New Yoi'k City—
Clark & Maynard, to Sept. 1, ’74 3 00

PeNnyslvania—Rural Valley—
Mrs. Mary Morgan, to Jan. 1,

1875 1 00
Georgia

—

Hawkinsville—A. B.
McGehee, to Jan. 1,1875 1 25

Kentucky—Berea—Rev. Jno. G.
Fee, to Jan. 1, 1875 3 00

Liberia—Monrovia—Mrs. Han-
nah C. Roye, to Jan. 1, 1875 1 50

Repository 14 75
Donations 839 70
Legacy 200 00
Miscellaneous 923 98

Total. 1.978 43
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